Observations of a pediatric surgeon in the Persian Gulf War.
In Third-World countries, infectious disease is the principal cause of childhood death and disability. During the Persian Gulf War trauma became the leading cause of death in children, prompting this review of experience with the delivery of pediatric trauma care to noncombatant children at a military hospital. Eight hundred seventy-seven patients were admitted to the 410th Evacuation Hospital from January to April 1991. Fifty of the patients (6%) were children, and 40 of the 50 were admitted for trauma. The mean age of the children was 9 years. Sixty-five percent of pediatric patients sustained penetrating injuries; mechanisms of injury included shrapnel wounds, gunshot wounds, burns, motor vehicle accidents, crush injuries, and falls. The overall mortality rate for children admitted to the hospital was 12%, but no injured child died as a result of trauma. Complications of dehydration or malnutrition in infants accounted for all the deaths.